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Flavian Epic Poetry is considered one of the most important literary works
that distinguished the period of the rule of the Roman emperors from the
time of Vespasian to Domitian. Flavian epic poetry was named after the
Emperor Vespasian, which indicates that most of the epic works were
organized to glorify the emperors and celebrate their military victories.
This flattery is considered to be a famous characteristic of the style of that
period. Among the most famous poets who wrote epic works in this era
were Valerius Flaccus, Papenius Statius, and Silius Italicus. Each of them
composed a number of epics similar to the Greek epics for the sake of
imitating their precious treasures, like Argonautica, who was imitated by
Valerius, the Thebaid by Statius, and the Punica by Italicus. Flavian epic
poetry was characterized by exaggeration, especially regarding the
description of events and the use of gods who intervene in the course of
things in order to achieve their benefits. The heroic nature that the epics

aimed to highlight is also evident in epic poetry.
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-'Rose H J., A Hand Book of Latin literature, Metheun & Co., London, 1961, pp. 388- 389.

-'Donald T.McGuire, Acts of Silence, Civil War, Tyranny, and Suicide in the Flavian Epics, Olms- Weidmann, New York, 1997,
p.12.

-2Idem, p.5.
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-'Fowler Harold North, A history of Roman literature, pp. 196-197.

-’Charles Thomas Cruttwell, A History of Roman Literature, from the Earliest Period to the Death of Marcus Aurelius, pp. 524-

525.
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- 2 Stover, Tim, Epic and Empire in Vespasianic Rome: A New Reading of Valerius Flaccus' Argonautica, Oxford University
Press, United Kingdom, 2012, p 19;
William C. McDermott and Anne E. Orentzel, Silius Italicus and Domitian, AJPh, Vol. 98. No.1. 1977, pp.27-28.
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